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Introduction :

The Central Government formulated the 'new national population policy' in February 2000.
This policy has three main objectives:

Objectives of Ninth Five Year Plan

1. Temporary objective: The easy supply of birth control devices was included in it.
Besides, the development of health protection framework and recruitment of health workers
were also made a part of it.

2. Middle-term objective: Under it, the total fertility rate (TFR) had to bring down to the
replacement level of 2.1 by 2010.

3. Long-term objective: Under it, the Objective of population stabilization by 2045 is to be
achieved.

The population has to be stabilised at that level which must be harmonious from the points of
view of economic and social development and environmental protection.

It has been announced in the new population policy to keep the composition of the Lok
Sabha unchanged by 2026 so that the states could co-operate without any fear. Under
current provisions, the number of MPs in different states by 2001 has been determined on
the basis of the census 1971. It was to be changed in 2001 on the basis of the new census
report (2001). But it might be harmful to those states which had taken part in the population
control programme with great fervour. Those states which had not laid proper attention on
population control could get more shares in the Lok Sabha resulting in wrong effect on the
population control programme. So, the Lok Sabha would not have more than 553 elected
seats till 2026 and the number of Lok Sabha seats of each state would remain the same as it
is at present.  While announcing this new policy, the Central Health Minister said that the
people living below poverty line would be rewarded properly if they would marry after 21
years, adopt the standard of two children and undergo sterilisation after two children.

The following major Objectives had been set in the National Population Policy till the
year 2010:



1. The 'total fertility rate' to be reduced to 2.1.

2. The high class birth control services had to be made available publically so that the
standard of two children could be adopted.

3. The infant mortality rate had to be reduced to 30 per thousand.

4. The mother mortality rate had also to be reduced to below 100 per one lakh.

5. The late marriage of girls had to be encouraged.

A high level 100-membered National Population Commission has been set up under the
chairmanship of the Prime Minister on 11 May 2000 to supervise and analyse the
implementation of this new population policy.


